
Across the county various events were organised to 

mark the occasion, from bonny baby competitions 

to blazing bonfires. Read how some of the local 

towns and villages celebrated. 

West Cumberland               

VE Day Celebrations          

At 3pm on 8th May 1945 Winston Churchill’s radio broadcast to the nation 

announced the long awaited news that after years of conflict the war in 

Europe was finally at an end. 
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June 1945 

After years of quiet darkness people 

were able to enjoy the brightly lit 

bonfires and firework displays that 

were organised. 



17 May 1945 

10 May 1945 

The Board of Trade announced that 

people could purchase red, white and 

blue bunting without using ration   

coupons so that streets and houses 

could be decorated with colourful 

flags and bunting. 



19 July 1945 

Those Parish Councils who failed to organise 

any events found themselves under attack by 

residents who were quick to take matters into 

their own hands.  
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To prolong the festivities pubs were 

given extended licences. Local 

schools were also closed for the day 

so that children could participate in 

the events. Hensingham School and 

St James’ School celebrated with a 

special tea and sports.   

Hensingham Infant School log book 

(ref: YDS 16/3) 

Cleator Council School log book (ref: YDS 4/10) 

Keekle School log book (ref: YDS 22/2) 

St James’ School log book (ref: YDS 82/1/5) 
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This newsletter has been put together 

using archives and articles from the 

Whitehaven News held at Whitehaven   

Archive and Local Studies Centre.   

Like Winston Churchill, King George VI 
also gave a radio address. In it, he 
praised his subjects' endurance and 
called for a lasting peace. He also paid 
tribute to those who could not join in the 
celebrations, saying, ‘Let us remember 
those who will not come back..…let us 
remember the men in all the Services, 
and the women in all the Services, who 
have laid down their lives. We have 
come to the end of our tribulation and 
they are not with us at the moment of 
our rejoicing.’ 

17 May 1945 

Nether Wasdale Parish Thanksgiving 

for Victory Order of Service           

(ref: YPR 20/14) 


