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Poverty in Cumbria  The Poor and the Parish

A historical perspective

This display looks at how poverty in Cumbria was addressed before the advent of the Welfare State in in 1948. Three themes are highlighted, namely, the
Poor Laws which date back to the 16th century and remained in force up to the passing of the National Insurance Act of 1948, public health and the work of
charities. The 19th century saw a period of radical change with the overhaul of poor laws as the Elizabethan Acts became increasingly expensive and
discredited. The growth of urban populations led to over crowding and squalor and we look at the impact of this and efforts to address overcrowding in our two
largest towns, Barrow and Carlisle. Finally we look at the work of two charities working in the Port of Whitehaven in the 19th century.
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Before 1834 the Poor Law was administered by the parish. The Acts of 1597 and 1601 provided
for the annual election of Overseers of the Poor. In Cumbria there was a considerable variation
in the way poor relief was provided at Parish level. In Kendal poor relief was provided through

the Workhouse.

The volume to the right shows a list of overseers and inmates of Kendal Workhouse, taken from
the 1787 Census of Westmorland.

Ref. WQS/PC (Kendal Archives)
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Poverty in Cumbria  The New Poor Law
A historical perspective 1834-1948
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At its heart was the workhouse which would
provide an austere level of relief to inmates.
In many cases new purpose built institution
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Poverty in Cumbria  Public health

A historical perspective Improving living conditions for all.

Y DEVORSHIRE BYILDINGES . BARRDW |

T PROPOSED ADDITIONS | Devonshire BUlldlngS

o

To accommodate a growing work
force the Ship Building Company
constructed the Devonshire Buildings
on Barrow Island.

These flats were fashioned on the
plans used to build the notorious
Gorbals tenements in Glasgow.

They consisted mainly of 1 and 2
bedrooms and a living room and could
house up to 264 families. There were
also cellarage, a wash house and
ground apportioned off as bleaching
greens. According to a company press
release the Devonshire Buildings
were ‘Fitted up with every
convenience on the most approved
modern principle’.

TEFAAMT ELEYATION:

- New StreeT (Learance, AReA. ‘

'Hote No.18. Rer Mo.2.
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D et Biggar Bank

ey, s il Taf,s ., i‘,"-'-m
| The Housing Act of 1935 allowed greater subsidies for slum clearance and
Sanitary inspection photographs compelled local authorities to make a full survey of local housing conditions.
In February 1938 an inquiry was held to decide upon the Council’s intention
Many parts of the county were without basic of clearing away some 28 huts and caravans at Biggar Bank. These were
sanitary facilities such as underground sewers, built mainly of wood, corrugated iron and tarred felt. Rooms were less then 8
drains and water pipelines until well into the 20" feet high, there were inadequate sanitary arrangements and lighting was
century. These photographs show the situation that ~ Mainly by oil lamps. As a result of the inquiry, and other action, some of the
: ‘ . = A existed in the hamlet of Kingstown, just north of huts and caravans at Biggar Bank were removed. The remainder lasted until
A holom ﬂ bjwﬂ-— foures am Mm* 'R:l.a,glm. hus Carlisle, around 1905. The Sanitary Inspectors well after the Second World War. (Barrow Archives)
J‘ m‘l w buvumlb‘ Hoodid cunng ke Uh eres, ﬂdtj:;“‘ ~#=  observed slop and refuse water being thrown into
b 'the Moad ; ol thu han thie loadl 4 obouk 3 feet By fon the streets and houses that were deemed unfit for
kT SR W = Y - m‘h‘ S # camy) g human habitation. | _
Mm‘ e "t”‘“ T l’"’"‘ T o h I Ref. CaH9, circa 1905 (Carlisle Archives) N
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Rat Week FALEPIANE ., ROYAL BFIT-E @ CANLAY, CRTNTSTAR & IR GRS O SO, o, SIpn-sald, ois
The Prevention of Damage by

Si House, Sheppy Place, Minories, L
Pests Act, 1949, encouraged all Epaty ieage; Shepy Lie, Slnarcs, - Looton

local authorities to ensure that as/3T. S SR
their districts were kept free from . OrT, Hages

. . T Hall,
rodent infestation. e S B

Two Rodent Control Operatives S

Pat Week ia sgein sppropching, and this year in tha
were employed .by Barrow e (s, bx Khutiauty & e
Borough Council to carry out weapen, i.e., "RATTHANAT®, the infallible raticids produced

by the Barlin and Brandeoburg Chacher of Agriculturse.

periodic inspections and EN'I*ION

: . During the short time that "RAATTHANAT" bhas besn on tha
exterminations. The work was erareniion. M ingraindben miﬁh: s nigh reputation for O
1 1 #i ; while on the Ccobingnt it haa B doptad by FovErng,

Carrled OUt free Of Charge Wlth :mjnl;:::inm:nt. :nj.wf'tlhll-:m:.uthu'l.Li:u- :.: Liznﬂlf:f';?ﬂal rak ION
the exception that owners of sxterminating medium.
business premises paid for the Wo cen consclentiously recommend "RATTHANAZ® to your

. notice, snd we trust that, after o porusel of the eaclosed
cost of materials and labour. leaflet, you will coma to the conclusion that "HATTHANAT®

is indesd unique, and worthy of at least a trial.

The national rat week campaign We shall bo glad to be of sorvice to you, and we remain,
served to highlight the risks of Yours truly,

RAT FYTERMINATORS, LTD.

. . ’ " & ) 3 : ks
rodent infestation to general Y Praofing ,,re.n,-,u,“;’fd,"f Fi0En b s, and et rothuney iy hautd ke
. > 9r as pagss ¢ : TR, dagy
public health. : A Bl i Besible ) Smoke ang g
. J)I--" ! : L 'S 4t £ bk “ dred o clog, :rpﬁ‘“'ﬂlw Can
e | Ay ! OnLic gy “STRUCTION, i
4] Menager - N : TARE ALY pppen 101
(Barrow ArCh'VeS) v Fu, YO oa pp THES  Rinpgpe AUTIONS: 14 OES TRy
i L PAJFITL‘.'UL.UU;"M"""' OF gp AN OFERNE 1
.. Wa nro allawing to MHunicipalities ond Public Aauthoritiea CAN gy r, wlAills

OBT Ay,
8 docount of 55§% on ordern shove 10/-, mnd 50i on ordors T From,
abova E2 off the fized retail prices.
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Wilson and Piper’s Charities
Whitehaven

Poverty in Cumbria
A historical perspective

e = The county’s Archive Centres contain records of many local charities
which had striven to alleviate poverty in their localities in past centuries.
Many were supported by wealthy people who had bequeathed money
to support and sustain a charitable cause. The provision of relief often
went hand in hand with a wish to assist the advancement of those in

need.
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Piper’s Charity, Whitehaven

The records of Piper’s Charity form another fascinating record of charitable work, on this occasion of Mr
Matthew Piper, as well as illuminating many aspects of Whitehaven life. Piper, a member of the Society of
Friends, died on 24 October 1821 aged 91. His obituary (Cumberland Pacquet 22 October 1821) stated
that he had '‘amassed a considerable fortune by parsimonious economy' and with his money he founded
and endowed a soup kitchen in Whitehaven, and also three schools in Whitehaven, Kendal and
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Lancaster.

Whitehaven’s Marine School was the product of Piper’s charitable endowments, with the stated aim of
helping educate sixty poor boys from the town. The curriculum, as outlined in some of the surviving
records seems to be in accord with the subjects studied in Whitehaven with a view to boys becoming
seamen or apprentices on merchant ships and the trust deed talks about equipping the boys with

‘Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Guaging, Navigation and Bookkeeping'.
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Wilson’s Charity for Poor Sailors

; William Wilson’s bequest provided for sailors in need in one of Cumbria’s largest ports,
Whitehaven. Through his will he provided that his money (stocks) be invested to
provide funds for the upkeep of twenty poor sailors in the town. The conditions of this
were: the sailors would be paid if they were 55 years old or over; if they had never been
promoted; and had served as apprentices. All this information had to be proved by their

indentures. The charity began in November 1839.

£500 of William Wilson’s money had been put into the fund as an initial investment. If
there were less than twenty sailors applying for help, then the money should be split
accordingly. If there were more than twenty sailors applying for the money, it was up to
the trustees to divide the payments. The charity also provided for the funeral expenses

oth 2, ;
‘ot + 1, 1839,
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Whitehaven’s Marine School continued 'turning out ... well educated lads,
whose reading, writing and 'rithmetic at Piper's School never cost their poor
parents one penny' until 1908 when the school was sold and the money
realised was used to purchase the site of the grammar school which was

built in the same year.
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List of sailors who receivéd payment in 1844. On receipt of the paymen

of £1 10° most placed a mark instead of their signature.
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