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Lady Anne Clifford was a significant personality in
seventeenth century VWestmorland.

Her motto, “Retain your loyalty, preserve your rights”,
sums up her life, in particular her lifelong dedication to
her ancient lineage and the glorification of her family line,
her determination to regain her rightful inheritance even
in the face of royal opposition, her restoration of the
Clifford castles at ‘
Brougham, Brough,
Appleby and Pendragon,
the rebuilding of
churches, and  her
patronage of artists,

Coat of Arms of George Clifford, Coat of Arms of Lady Anne Clifford Craftsmen and writers.
3rd Earl of Cumberland and her |st husband Richard

Sackyville, Earl of Dorset

Lady Anne was born at Skipton Castle on 30th January 1590. Her
parents were George Clifford, 3rd Earl of Cumberland ,and Margaret
Russell. George was Queen Elizabeth’s Champion of the Tiltyard.

He also took part in many privateering adventures and captained the
Elizabeth Bonaventure against the Spanish Armada in 1588. However
these voyages and his tastes in horse racing, tilting, shooting and the
highlife meant that George Clifford incurred many debts. They also had |
two sons, Francis, born in 1584, and Robert, born in 1585, but both L ady Anne Clifford aged 15 Taken from the Triptich of 164§
died in infancy, leaving Anne as their sole surviving child.

When George Clifford died in 1605 he left his Westmorland and Skipton estates to his brother Francis,
who became 4th Earl of Cumberland. This was to have a profound effect on the rest of Anne’s life. She
was to spend the next 38 years fighting for her right to inherit the estates in the face of opposition from
her first husband Richard Sackville and from King James |. In the end Anne inherited the Westmorland
and Skipton estates on the death of Henry Clifford, 5th Earl of Cumberland in 1643.

Lady Anne Clifford’s return to VWestmorland and Skipton in 1649 ushered in a remarkable period of
intense activity to restore her estates to their former glory. The Castles at Appleby, Brougham, Brough,
Pendragon, Skipton and Barden Tower were rebuilt, as were the churches of St Lawrence and St Michael
in Appleby, and St Mary in Mallerstang.

Lady Anne founded a hospital at Appleby comprising alms houses for a mother and twelve destitute
sisters, a wash house and a chapel. The hospital continues to this day and it is in Appleby that much of
Lady Anne Clifford’s legacy has endured. Lady Anne’s last memorial was to herself, her tomb in

St Lawrence Church, Appleby.
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Lady Anne Clifford spent much of her life fighting for her
right to inherit her estates in Westmorland and Skipton.

The result of this endeavour was the Great Books of
Record, part cartulary of all the documents relating to her
family and her estates, many of which no longer survive,
part family pedigrees, and part autobiography.

Much of their importance lies in the fact that they are
remarkable and pioneering works of scholarship in
themselves, tracing the descent of one of England’s great
landowning families from original sources.

Since the Great Books represented a major undertaking and Lady Anne wanted frequent access to them,
three sets of these great volumes were prepared, one each at Appleby and Skipton Castles, and the third
for her lawyer Sir Mathew Hale of Lincolns Inn. The Appleby and Skipton sets were deposited with
Cumbria Archive Service in in Kendal in the 1960s and 1980s. The third set was to remain in private

hands until 2005.
At first sight the third set of volumes look very similar to the sets already held
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The frontispiece of each of the Great Books states that they are the Books of Record of the Cliffords
and Veteriponts compiled “By the care and industrie” of Lady Anne Clifford, who also acknowledges her
great debt to her mother, Lady Margaret, Countess of Cumberland.

Each book is devoted to the setting out of all the available historical documents relating to the title
holders of each generation, both in the original Latin or Norman French, and in English translation. The
records were “‘gotten out of several offices and courts in this Kingdom™ and all correctly sourced in the
margins of the text throughout all three volumes.
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The illuminated pedigrees are the most immediately striking aspect of the Great Books, providing
splashes of colour at intervals throughout the text, and displaying the Clifford lineage at a glance.

Each book is prefaced with a full page tree tracing the generations covered by that volume. The tree

displayed here, is from Book lll and shows the descendents of Henry Clifford, who was created the Earl
of Cumberland by Henry VIl in 1525, and his wife Lady Margaret Percy, down to Lady Anne herself and
her children at the top of the page.
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The very first document in Book | sets out the style and layout that is to be followed: a decriptive
heading with the full Latin text followed immediately by an English translation (“thus Englished”).
Key words are picked out in red ink. The location of the original document is given in the margin (“In

Castro de Skipton™).

This charter of King John in 1203 was of fundamental importance as it granted Robert de Veteripont and
his heirs the towns of Appleby and Brough and the Shrievalty of Westmorland, a right inherited by Lady
Anne and her descendents until the death of the last Earl of Thanet in 1849.
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This page from Book | is a good illustration of the summary section that followed the full documentary

transcriptions relating to each Veteripont and Clifford title holder.

Here the family of Walter Clifford of Clifford Castle, Herefordshire, is described. He was the first to take
the surname Clifford, but it was his daughter Rosamund who achieved greater fame or notoriety as

Henry II's mistress, “the unparalleled beauty of her time”. The King’s

unlimited power was sufficient to

work a compliance and so prevailed that by him she had William de Longspee, Earl of Salisbury and other

children. ... she afterwards was a sacrifice to the rage of the offended Queen”. She is said to have been
poisoned in | 176.
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This page from Book Ill depicts an exceptionally fine example of the Great Seal of England from the time
of Elizabeth |.

Representation of seals occur throughout the Great Books and are yet further indication of the degree
of authentication which Lady Anne was prepared to invest in her project. The Great Seal was appended
to royal charters and letters patent, as here with the Queen’s grant to her parents for the foundation of
Beamsley Hospital near Skipton in 1593. This, of course, proved the prototype for Lady Anne’s own
foundation of St Anne’s Hospital in Appleby in 1652.
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Not all the material in the Great Books relates strictly to setting out the evidence of proving Lady Anne’s

right and title. Book lll in particular; as it moved into the contemporary age, becomes more diffuse,
though it still follows the same format as the first two.

The section on Earl George, her father, strays from the highly structured presentation by including many
pages on his voyages from Richard Robinson’s descriptions (which also survive in a separate volume).
This filial tribute ensured that his maritime exploits were not forgotten. This page lists his first seven
voyages between |585 and 1594, the second of which involved him in the Spanish Armada of 1588.




Archives

County Council

| ady Anne Clifford 1590-1676

and her Great Books of Record

E=!‘n‘-;‘l—';—:r il J.n.r-.[

-
j i | [ - e L, -
| -.}] 2.8 "f?, if _F' o e B e "'—":F"t," 5
e S~ e 2 f
;"l'-'-l.f-.-l‘_ o LTgIERE '__I.- L “f'l.
v e & o Bune ;e Hhe
Bgimcf , 4 0E :E i - ol ol
I.." ”!_,.I;.r.'l ‘.s g '.r.l‘rif:r :I.‘ :
| C Clron L thad. Fa Afy aneed
Etl{'“h-‘ 'l:'r.' _I = 7, Ir:
e LA e v
':rrﬂa?? . ! K 1\_1 : ,
" ; Core bug be qra b1 Fo oyt alays
. T E : e, . v
| L A B Tl il
i ..-‘ul|“4- ﬂq!_-t_f-':"- Fita e s Fhd
L 18 4 * o
\ oauF

. -r1‘.|",‘-."r_--fi."', Lot am {_l'_*_.-J"J'.
14

L

qi _I‘i‘-': L;Jhrf-'r' 'E’:.rnq J"."-I' IirJF o

T T ..ﬂ-_\. " n-"-f-ri ‘I‘-
r*l Fl‘l.-rr -'!".ll'_“ ﬁ

# I e o
| EX fhc G

l

I: i_ﬁf i |H- favor illlw..llrI‘;ill‘.'il:l:!'lI r]lf-u‘;:" :l"l:‘l CT.ﬂ..l-l.‘ﬂ.-!,ﬁ CELT Eﬂl.l.l'l |-1 :.f:v

[ ’ Ly i '.u} ;
L oub ot Jln"’.‘nlﬁif h-‘;_ o Lrtdlfr'“.f ¢ Tlarmors c:f f#rrﬁz n.!

- 3 = ,f"
Fa T W E el s ||Ir

i S,
L g .,5-. f!l.'.-ul'l*-‘.:'{,r' !
i L.

|

Rﬂﬂit 5 co rl-:'n.rn'lh-?

!a.l;lu. fo’l— Mot Zbworn n!if!—nnj'

refecual” ‘;Lq.r.}— 5ur¢r F'rn:n'l-égi
ab Conteul™ Zl— e ﬂ%fl‘ﬂﬂ f :
[ — —a S EiLE- oceif al¥F 4TS 3 s — £l
LT Aligen T WY ot I fcer A‘nj!;-; Sexh Anl-‘i*ff s wei Armo Reg
.ﬂ:l ?ﬂt[immﬂﬂh; *’[’am'l'n'; e o
oclauo JMF atredi - et
I;'. F-IH'-:"“. Erﬂcllﬁ- 1“_5]_.?.,_}"{_ Tra 1u_allﬁ,ta.l—'r1:ﬂ rr:l/.ﬁf
b *.I-lnu::-_p'ﬂ o do -
: R._Ejlj IMEL" AﬂJltﬂ.Lq—1ujﬂ-l"n

) N I L = “l\!-‘
o 1 :.!".I' Y fimd® - ;l”"'r -q.'..-.r.?? .Fl‘r-l‘
! ; i -:__.'l:' SF iy et -ﬂ‘.j-
-. T I'h-;‘n‘l:‘:' Wi |:-l; E.-

™ - e L1 u{cz.rl:f"fn 15,
e ;-:.:;-:nr_l} czfi-l-._._c:_]au:l Fews iﬁmll-'tﬁjl;?( rl'“- ; iﬂ ¥ v S ..snl'-[ Cu"lﬁ-.:lntﬂ,.;pﬁu.ﬁ ufdJ“lpI_-':)(nnJ—-
Yy n"i.l {.lll:‘“-i ,n"l -.-:r':""rl'.é-n':.l‘-' “j- Cu rnL;‘IH“J‘ Lﬁl;rﬂf.- Hl;j l-'!m‘-.l:[pn‘.‘ %
[ S '_,J' 3

. . all grace ﬂ-rh:t otk ::f

- .:,.:Ea.llui ML liE c:.lf’ﬂ'“t _','Ipu..._-. j : : . =
(:{.fm a.ﬂln:[jtn.nlfz:‘.l,} HHJ_ L.., ,(.Lné_j‘- rn;‘;ﬂni.s’:f J—l-u:{g:‘uu: j

| ?L"“'LETL"“J!““J o his I'tl.1l:n5,ﬂ-n4:[- .‘g‘_g::ynti

sk Pl i ._— : ‘bt mambaers
P A oy with all Hheis wighes, eesand
Frene- 'r Va0 Baylife of owr Cawnby of wostmarland  afores

1 { O cluﬂ.laqtt“h
- o Gu‘-_gq_ E-I.JHITTJ-]-—E:i F
hiex g heize ¢
|

the lady Ame ('J.'rﬂnn.lﬁnl:. da

—

g.)e“h'L“; de Certitadine vel Compus
L cama s e de r-ﬂr:l:ﬂ-f[l- FETE o nTuﬂ. NJ‘L‘IL

- n::u-TD o Las literis weics Patanhbas)
a.'-l_-“]u.-;} ""‘Ll F ﬂrh;“n_z—‘_-f_—-vu.l mn.!: unmiunﬂ':l‘_._-.|
= -n-L]]u.:' LH-S da,d:itl-lluﬁ m osaott rd:cc.m EL. y ﬂ%ﬂﬂ:} SFM‘}JI

foru T d.u‘—‘,.l'.-l:lruld J'“"J'u'

ﬂ uuu: a}fl—ﬂ.l-n.} ‘.lJ-lll]IJ-ILI-I.S- :Ll-"j

' -

adwe TVesy o rresids 'Vd.l.an's r:nm grum aailk &
& =

Y- .‘"J de af SHI*I-'E

M S Decime |

R = Wi SN S

.nt.:f rtnrﬂ-f R—-‘:’-j'-’ el r‘l..h'll'lﬂ"- Jﬂﬂhﬂ[ﬁn:;tzmw-

= 'L-uf m oo TR ' :
o e Siibus b At # T T i o A fre
3 ;

& FiTid J;m:{ﬂ. :er_lz..'"'ll £ = |
s ai f '"J:_ﬂsh Rege Apud i e l

,ﬁ Tz de rﬂ'“—"-"" 45[_9"‘('{"" ,5"’; |

Thus Englifhed i

Yee That Wee for and m Copfidey
L'I oILE u?ﬂ.lLu.iﬂutJ. CﬁE_“ Francis

srgnse & iﬂ cuats

;]p_.ncl n-l:rt:_— Fa ¥

f“ T; all ta woheme ?':‘,’ Gtﬂ.l'.Hn(? Kl_'lﬂw

I:d.tl'-n]-nl:- Kﬂﬂmttt{ l,F ﬂﬂcl e mﬂ."l'ph,tiﬂ-'l-lnl- *:I—J;rl-l-!jut l'i&
caain o Hhe %:;541’:[1‘_};—1“:45 Faxle. -gl‘-' nng[_;uugrql
/4 .

- "l
ug.f-;ﬂl_u Cajn".u flut:ijl'u'rrr_,dmrl- Jlammor a‘fj,l{_r_}:h
JU'

: P cas And Al our Cogtles |
arH&rmil-L-.". ik :;-{55, ks membaxs J..-.1r-.-.i. S { i Fermcey 7

1 n ook wrily of €0 T A——
b :[?_-&-rru_unl and 'E;Lr?ﬂ_ -wnc!n: S-I‘ﬂ'lrl.l‘rﬁn:l.frﬂ Ce y [;F ra

aned a uri-nn.nr;';_;‘, As n[;p the whole 'Fnl!L'nHJfELC:& ot ﬁﬁf:':.., %f.f‘ut—:{%f.
Fr : ﬂml_ ll-’-q_n, revbs ‘-'Ef"‘“"— Snf%_ h{,nu.r'ﬂ-j- l{wnj[—mm

LI

oW %
f - oy A | b Cﬂ a5 ;Juihﬂﬂat[l’v“"—'l nok nf (28 L‘I "{_‘l_ﬂﬂi"’f |
! - oy L |I|-1.. S ie "_:" . o n{ta“‘_ Tﬂﬂ?" anike Ut'-;.m "I‘I‘- S.nm': l.l-flJ"Y DF et F
: o .1 r Ll Lo ey !.'HJIL’-T?-M"‘L“J- mﬂl o SEICEE ?F = [ 1 1.. ! - < _'1:'5 l;Lr.:th'E.F iﬂ';_f.f'-”} f Emm'l'ﬁf's fﬂtiumrg“’mw
. [y aerss L . s = fqu:l_ uj.ll. and Singulec «f s m:l)f-lil cen i ] r I E[
RN I"‘:I' o« [Trvmu g ety st | SREMG L& .r_j {j e l:dul‘tl—l‘ l:f welhmerfan

i

J g v G

K Y ':" " ::'0- Y g8 Iy

1 -~ = =
r.':-:‘ "'fhhl i
» f L
....1‘-. ol Al
... fa II" &

& A : - -IE
A P _1-||'I--"l 1."5115:-_:. -_b:lilb“

=L yau: ;. 9T

f
i
3 e 4 2R

a H

| X ot F i - ot P l“l—l’-
I'I IL e G -ﬂlﬁ' ri'lrf':rn' ';:F-::'lifﬂ%}-‘ld.ﬂct heceditamants ||'t"""t'‘:‘“"-F"""""'ﬂ"‘:IhI the Same Cﬂﬁrx_ % jjt.‘- uFCI,_[ - ::"i D::’ ‘g 1

| g .-,;.f»r"'; _—— fa L3 .,:fa:n.sn.l':l_ d-ﬂl] -l-c..rn.-rt..i L.la'zjl-ﬂ‘:jfﬂt m.rrhujm:t?- A”nnd Smﬁl ar l-’ S ]":“-THJ
Aa oo} = fents L.qurudt‘nunj-dal g:;F late 7 haue branc I'l-d-ﬁlf. held 'ﬂ-"J: *"“’i'“"lt'.{
iy and qu:u‘rt "‘l-tLI" Lll- -:[|-u,ﬂ‘.r‘l.‘5 "E‘t?jlll!'l-ntg ::I‘F dl-l'- 5“"‘{—'{:]‘“:’{1'5 ]
GRE‘FE‘ -:'f‘-J-Li'\"_ 1:}5 Cambocland fut rrlﬂl-l"l-ll 1’“‘:‘5{, el r“-s"_, iaa. hauwe I"J"'L"“' gl?

ref an weeefor auxt § eciall
I-L-_Lj:t- rlﬁml‘i(}’-r § ouE ]1111 ’,I" ol 5 J 5'% r {,”i

1'l‘ C'I.-t :n[:-r_r I--:-l "\!1

| i - ) - |"|j d meera, moco - ’
il LA .":; o el s ans o S P LR K‘r_a.pu @ an m ! . 3 - i -Hd I.l_n“-_' s ..'E.;L e
% Rt foareas aned Affegnes, All and semguler Tatwnes Villgas Harmlots Mg frusges Milles, hosgfes,touf

¥

k ‘Lr_l. 55 T ""m:."j 5&-:,1:1:.-5 "ﬂnl.l.!-‘['innﬁ!'a.s C?::Ln:c{_; Cazdanss lﬂ.‘“-ii Tarnomenks mlmdﬂﬂﬂﬁrfcgclllwflpﬂﬂ
e . Ll "} a F. i

= 3 'r fures Paxkes
E'l':uqs‘, azid- n.n-
g PR ,
i {j s ’ ~ . - = .
& ﬁn"h-‘l-!ti Aﬂd-ﬂ-llﬁl .n" GLI-cfﬂF:S- lJLi-I-lInf#nl_': r_’-{t:iH rrﬂf-{ﬁﬂ unhtijg""ajgﬂik'ré? ; A e
pryguies, quaceass, censs | cesescans  5f Secwices, rant=Chagys, dey ~Rony, lntsoafe A ff

oy i ﬂ-ntJ- ;l.li-!I Lﬂﬂ‘-‘ll CaoHen ﬂ.hll I.n.n'lLl:.S e B n_lt rTFLMFmLManéJ njnﬂ-nHJtl—ﬂH a¥

¥ Jf-r,:.t_ tfarcern ; i / = %
: v 3 Trm

{ and cenks of Seeaices aswell "(f‘lJ"'" a(f:m ob {Hil"nmq:r.n] Te aniy worl e’ ‘-fu-rrnn. L‘ff‘"“ @ 72

thfh'n.i,k‘_-_-_ﬁjltbj ju.ti Imn.t-pLE mn::r.‘..:?-_s; I:Juud'; releniies Flarriots, 'F:in..f_.ji Hmnrclnmnﬁ,&uth"_

Haals Vigwe ﬁﬂfﬁuntrwl:ﬁr i_nc!nl’ﬁ'j.:.; ‘5 f.:uuri-i'ﬂ.nn{. Ll.er ’aﬂJ_uil l"L'i'I::':a_F Lq.]'.pr:a-:.?ﬁ Cowrl

if5es Tlaua L? thafe -
i i:luq:-r.gc.'., late fazle “.f o
E-:llr.l.c !C':f Curnl‘.cttlm'ul. ﬂﬂJ—
acd ﬂﬂl’.’l oul of ot Cl.l:h‘u‘l'l-t

:} Iill?t-d?'l-l-l.-ﬂ- gjtnun'l—l-ﬂ !'L.-:. .,x-fn-.;d.s.ainl Francis Enxlc. .:»rr £t:rl1]1l:‘l.lﬂ-"'-i-l- Iﬂ';

f

[e

™ t.h:'-wnd nrul
fammeoent “Fea 1.-1:1;[5:1;)15!-5.1::..“5‘ Hmd‘lj} Mooces fﬂ.-—rjh-;.s. f_t"_}ﬂﬂi{s ¥ Jﬂ_r ’L‘j ﬂr
r,.’.u: 1#_1"4'{-51.’#“-“!1 ‘arncd 5_11-: nf: fl:ll. Same :..Tﬂn'il!. Tﬂd—lfu}un:lj .:l..nJ. Tti.l-.F ? 'j 2

¥

rf.:ut.i S.u-!-:h{;t m“IfH..'

!

c Suiu-m ".5

l
] | . |
&' ‘ ‘: [nll"'i:nngl. Viewae -u‘l_,)f 'ﬁnﬂl:l{;r I:-’? ;’::H-:;“ 5 qu(‘fﬂsﬁr Slrta-j et nabhues ard Vi H.”-nf's ’-t-?-h"L

.ﬁ)’h1m:§ldiul Commons n';ﬁ {iliﬂuq.tsf'l‘_"u-'tlf Markaks rells !Ctdl-umnj féﬁ"ﬂ'r iuryuj ccalth ‘f.-rwlué)'lﬂ-i
|‘i.|-L1:1:H¢-$" rﬂuihdﬂﬂ-i r'anFH'gf Cnrﬂpu[.'h‘u:.g

il o ﬁrr“’hﬂﬁ“‘hl ‘Be wha- J{‘E.J patSvetor F“’F“hj fooueT !-‘-xlll-l be o L‘}‘ l-l’llni'svﬂ-.u-.r
:r:um*m.s F\t\ 3

= - e LHei = i LT oin camg Towin TELLETT (=4 3 -l-l"‘ T .l'
are Called o I-L_!;L:-u} ’;. haakFo ].-1 ﬁ," d b ‘:? .-:?J o 5:5 o e ':'.-ﬂ ,5};1-— ,j o .
within Hue Castlas 'ﬂclli.l’t'lrrs’ mmnt!’—rnuns_ﬁj'\’i"::ﬁtsJqurl.l:.H-!. rTu'!J.; ox Ft.n;a.s ujm;nﬂ:{.;ﬂfﬂ'

jaxE withm any a:.F j']""'"‘,‘“:“""-"-l -& "L.BJI.-J-I:'I' a'rn] h?Lﬂ_'I:'lLlr I.!L-_tﬂ,_%rllpfl-ll;.n the ssad Cﬁunﬁ'u_ﬁ ":;f -Iazk_uj :

% Mlil‘-rn-.t[md..rui.-ﬁ i ﬂﬂ!"‘kum.lh the said Casthes Lhif‘!ir‘i Marmors arnd the tuFI-'EF the Plr“'};rf“ l

abous by thefe peofents before grauntad oxto any of tham, avany of thefe whatsosuor Lals

| . mreddnl X : n.rw-
'“f«FF“‘I'“'Zﬂ' St ‘LrF"t"'L"'“h =y L'“"ﬂ' had H-E"‘pnﬂj “t“fud.,_u-:guflq.i ijl,vrtt u.'l-uf.‘nr al-arug hyme

!ﬂ.ium”‘"nimt‘“‘:‘e r“ﬂ- - an:n“ '?_—3‘: HHL yo 5 {:‘"‘5“‘“'5_, [ﬂr-nl.FL;frs ;mnmaJtsjun-:l !-’u;#n!i" '?f l-"‘

fﬂij-uﬂllkniﬁas}ﬂ.mu!um:uul-i :‘ljf Iu_rq-_-:[:mmgnl-ﬁ. w‘ln}'jﬂlﬂﬂt 7 i

pn--:frc.‘i

of the many documents involved in the inheritance dispute. The legal process is not easily summarised,
but the Fine and Recovery of 1591 which enabled George to bar the entail making Anne the successor to

his estates and settle them on his brother Francis, in Fee Simple, was, as he believed invalid since the
reversion had never been taken out of the Crown.

James I's Letters Patent of 9th June 1608 granted Francis the reversion out of the Crown of all the
Clifford Lands in Craven and Westmorland, including the Shrievalty, and so weakened Lady Anne’s
position. Only the failure of Francis’s heirs in 1643 eventually brought the estates to Lady Anne, when this

Grant worked in her favour. She now had the power to dispose of the lands, the entail of which she had
argued made her the rightful heir in the first place.
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Book lll concludes W|th “A Summary of the Records and a memorial of the life of Mee the Ladie Ann
Clifford...”, in effect her autobiography. The first page deals with her early childhood up to the death of
her father George Clifford in 1605 and sets the character and tone (“l had a strong and copious
memorie, a sound judgement and discerning spirrit”’) which is sustained throughout. The sections on her
mother and other relatives continue the chronology of summaries from Books | and Il up to 1650.

However the memorial to her life to 1675 was a contemporary compilation, not a diary, and was written
up annually and characterised by Lady Anne’s own additions and insertions, leaving her mark in no
uncertain manner. This is also one of the earliest known autobiographies by a woman.




